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A Remnant Will Return:  The Lord Calls 
out the Best in Us 
In the early parts of the Old Testament, the Lord fore-
told that the Israelites would be carried off into captiv-
ity for a period of time, but that a “remnant” of them 
would eventually return to the land of Canaan. That 
prophecy came true. Earlier on in the Bible we also 
read of the Great Flood, and the fact that it wiped out 
all of humankind from the face of the earth…except 
for a “remnant” that remained—Noah, his family, and 
all the animals and creatures that were with him in the 
Ark. 

We know that there are deeper levels of meaning in 
the Bible. So when we read about “remnants” in Scrip-
ture, what are we talking about? In other words, what 
do “remnants” symbolize in our own spiritual makeup, 
and how does the Lord use them in our spiritual walk? 
The theology of the New Church asks and answers 
these questions in the following way: 

“What are remnants? Not only the goods and truths 
which people have learned from the Word of the Lord 
from early childhood onward and so had imprinted in 
their memory, but also all resulting states of mind, 
heart, and life, such as states of innocence from early 
childhood; states of love toward parents, brothers and 
sisters, teachers, and friends; states of goodwill toward 
the neighbor, and also of compassion on the poor and 
needy; in short, all states involving goodness and 
truth. These states, together with the goods and 
truths that have been imprinted in the memory, are 
called remnants, which the Lord preserves with peo-
ple and stores away in their internal self, though the 
people themselves are not at all directly conscious of 
this. Within the internal self they are separated com-
pletely from the things that are the person's own, that 
is, evils and falsities. The Lord so preserves all of those 
states with people that not even the least of them 
perishes. I (Emanuel Swedenborg) have been given to 
know this from the fact that every one of our states 
from infancy right through to extreme old age not only 
carries over into the next life but also reappears. In-
deed those states are exactly the same as when we 
lived in the world. Thus not only are goods and truths 
in the memory carried over, but also all states of inno-
cence and goodwill. And when states of evil and falsity, 
or wickedness and false notions, recur—for every 
single one of these as well, down to the smallest de-
tail, is carried over and reappears—they are at that 
time moderated by the Lord through those states of 
innocence and goodwill.” (Secrets of Heaven 561) 

What are the implications of this teaching? Let me 
highlight just three: First, these remnant states, which 
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October* 
3 SUN 9:30 Worship Service—Auditorium 

5 TUE 7:00 Park Dwellings Meeting 

6 WED 7:00 Pastor’s Council 

10 SUN 9:30 Worship Service—Sanctuary 

    Holy Supper 

  6:00 Youth Group 

14 THUR 7:00 Board of Trustees Meeting 

17 SUN 9:30 Worship Service—Auditorium 

  6:00 Youth Group 

21 THURS 7:00 MANC Board Meeting 

24 SUN 9:30 Worship Service—Sanctuary 

  6:00 Youth Group 

27 WED 7:00 Joint Semi-Annual Meeting 

31 SUN 9:30 Worship Service—Auditorium  

          *all meetings will be held virtually 

in-person church attendance is offered 

we experience and are given by the Lord through-
out our lifetimes, are all stored away deep inside 
us. Not one of them goes missing. Any time the 
Lord can use them to help and support us in our 
spiritual walk, He calls them forward to help tem-
per and tame states of trial and temptation, and to 
help us choose what is good. Second, regardless of 
how our adult lives unfold, when we get to the 
other world, all of the remnant states we’ve experi-
enced, and that have been stored up in us come to 
the fore to help us make final choices for where we 
would like to dwell forever. Speaking in the vernac-
ular, when we arrive in the other world the Lord 
draws out the very best in us and helps us go for-
ward from there. Third, and finally, this line of 
teaching makes me think of people who have be-
come old and warn out, or maybe incapacitated in 
some way—maybe for many years before they 
finally transition to the other world. For part or all 
of that time, they may lack a real sense of useful-
ness in this world. Gone may be the days when 
they felt alive, vibrant, productive, and effective in 
their lives and in the world around them.  Maybe 
they’ve contracted some form of illness that affects 
their mental capabilities, and which—to one de-
gree or another—cripples them emotionally. And 
yet wait! None of all the good stuff in them has 
been lost. All of their youthful energy, abilities, 
talents, and productivity; all of their ability to be 
effective in relationships, etc., are still there, just 
waiting to come to the fore again, and in even 
greater degree than they’ve had before. Our great-
est abilities are never lost on us, though they may 
get put on hold or postponed for a time. 



In-person Services 
The CDC and Cook County are still recommending mask 
wearing for indoor gatherings. Accordingly, the pastoral team 
requests that we follow this recommendation.  Masks are 
required during our services of worship until such time as 
this new guideline is relaxed. As for singing, our request is 
that people hum along or sing with low intensity.  

Virtual Worship Services 
We continue to live-stream the service each Sunday at 9:30 
am, which will allow people to watch it live at that time or 
archived at a later time. To access each service, you will go 
online to the GNC’s YouTube channel by clicking on the fol-
lowing link: 

http://www.YouTube.com/channel/
UC2RbVX_G_8GOZ4IjsY3nThw 

Once the channel has opened, scroll down and click on the 
date of the service you are seeking.  
 

Joint Sem-Annual Meeting—October 27 
The Joint  Semi-Annual Meeting of the Glenview New 
Church, incorporated as the Immanuel Church of the New 
Jerusalem, and the Midwestern Academy of the New Church 
will be held on Wednesday, October 27 at 7pm. It will hap-
pen via the Zoom platform originating at the Glenview New 
Church Auditorium, Glenview, Illinois. (Stay tuned for further 
details.) The meeting will review the financial health of both 
organizations, discuss plans for the coming year, and transact 
other business as may come before the meeting.  More de-
tails will be sent out  via email as we get closer to that date. 

Ushers Needed 
With the resumption of in-person Sunday morning services 
resuming, we would like to have ushers again. Would you be 
willing to sign up for a Sunday?  If so, please do so on our 
Sign-up Genius page. 

 

Usher duties are the same except there are no brochures to 
distribute:  posting song numbers, counting attendees and 
updating the log-in book, setting  out offertory baskets and 
bringing them up at the designated time in the service.  

We are looking for new folks of all ages (HS and up) to sign 
up for this duty. Volunteering might also be a fun and useful 
way for students to gain School Community Service hours. 

Thank you.  (Martha Heilman, Volunteer Coordination) 

Glenview Blocktoberfest –October 2 
GNCS will be participating in downtown Glenview’s 
"Blocktoberfest" this year on Saturday, October 2nd. Be-
tween 11am-3pm.  We will be hosting a kids play station at 
Church Street and Glenview Road. This is a fantastic way to 
show support in the Glenview community and help GNCS 
stay in Glenview residents' minds as a top school choice. We 
will be creating a play area for littles ones in this fun festive 
atmosphere.  Volunteers will be showing a friendly face and 
playing with kids.  This is not a promotional event, but we are 
creating goodwill in the community and our name will be on 
the booth.   Please consider volunteering for a timeslot to 
help GNCS. You may sign up for one or more timeslots. 

Volunteer signup link: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0C4AA5AE2CA0F4C16-blocktober 

Golf Outing Recap 
After a one-year absence, the Annual Glenview New Church 
Golf Outing returned on Saturday, September 18.  Sixteen 
golfers hit the links while raising over $1500 for church uses.  
Thanks to the sponsors and participants and to Owen Smith 
for organizing!   

House for Sale 
Double brick Georgian on large lot with 3 bedrooms, 1½ 
baths, full basement and screened in sun porch. Attached 
heated garage. If interested, call Elizabeth Templar at 847-
724-5863. 

Free for the Taking 
A piano that our kids and grandkids have used infrequently 
through the years—Bruce and Valerie Reuter 847-729-1364. 

Know Anyone Relocating to Maryland?  
Matt and Sara Smith will be selling their beautiful custom 
made two story colonial home in Acton Park in the coming 
days. They’d love to sell it to someone in the church who 
would enjoy being within walking distance of the church and 
school. If interested please email Sara at: 
greenkay116@aol.com, or call 301-785-0299 for more infor-
mation.  

 

 

 

 

General Announcements 
So what are we saying? Just that the Lord is with us 
throughout our lifetimes and forever. Nothing He gives 
us will ever be lost. And though there may be times 
when we miss some of the things we used to be able to 
do—some of our greatest effectiveness in the world 
around us—not one iota of it is ever given up or sacri-
ficed, and it never goes missing. It’s still there—deep 
inside of us, just waiting to be called to the fore again for 
eternal purposes that the Lord has in mind. 

Happy October, everyone. (Mark) 

http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2RbVX_G_8GOZ4IjsY3nThw
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2RbVX_G_8GOZ4IjsY3nThw
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4AA5AE2CA0F4C16-blocktober
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4AA5AE2CA0F4C16-blocktober
mailto:greenkay116@aol.com


Park Patter 
If only people could come and go like always, Park Patter 
would be fatter! (Maybe even better? Nah.) 

So, once again, "Backwards, turn backwards, oh time in thy 
flight..." 

Early in September, what a pleasant surprise—Judy Scalbom 
Synnestvedt and her husband, Jeremy Synnestvedt, were 
found strolling around the Park, renewing remembrances of 
the good old days when Judy was growing up here. Judy's 
parents were Geoffrey and Louise Scalbom and the family 
lived in what is now Brannon and Kara's home. After J and J 
finished here, they were off to Wisconsin to find more rela-
tives, hit the Upper Peninsula, go down around Lake Michi-
gan and head eastward. Lulu was all for it too; Lulu is their 
dog who also found lots of interesting things in the Park. 

Owen Smith considered himself lucky because he had tickets 
to the Bears opening game in Los Angeles. He flew out to LA 
and got to go to a dumpster fire that passed as a football 
game. The Score? 34-14 in favor of the Rams. Oh, well—the 
flight out and back was fun, as flying is these days. 

Owen's luck continued—he was also the head honcho for 
the annual GNC Golf Outing at the Glenview Park District 
course. Sixteen hardy souls teed off and flailed away through 
18 holes of unbelievable golf. It has to tell you something 
when the best hole of all was the nineteenth!  Rumor has it 
that next year Whistling Straits is considering the high caliber 
of play at the outing. (Whistling Straits is the site of the just 
finished Ryder Cup championship—USA, USA! for those of 
you who unbelievably weren't glued to your tv sets to watch 
every moment of the playoffs). 

How would you like to start your day off with a doorbell ring 
and a Village messenger announcing that your water would 
be turned off at 9 am because they had to fix a “leak". A 
leak? The messenger said it would take about 4 hours to fix- 
a leak? Well, if what they fixed was a “leak"  what would a 
water main break look like? Just like the huge hole, enor-
mous cement "box" that was lowered into said hole by a 
gigantic crane perhaps? At least (or most) the clean up was 
very quick and neat and, best of all, it was done in under four 
hours. All that was left for the neighbors to moan about was 
the flushing of the water pipes in your house which can scare 
the heck out of you if you forget. And so, Cindy and Keith and 
Skylar and Elizabeth can live in peace. Wait, what's that 
noise? Sounds like a really big tree saw, etc. and so the peace 
passed and a very large tree was removed from their back-
yard. At least Lila enjoyed the whole thing! 

CSI:  2700 block of Park Lane: between 22:30 on 9/16/2021 
and 9 a.m. on 9/17/2021 an unknown offender stole a vehi-
cle from the driveway of a house in the 2700 block of Park 
Lane up another point or so. The driveway in the report is 
the house across the street from Brannon and Kara Smith. In 
defense of the neighborhood, however, it seems that the 
victim of the robbery (theft, heist, whatever) aided and 
abetted the criminal by leaving not only his fob but also the 
keys inside his unlocked car.  Some people need to learn 
what not to do. 

Our Park has a flora walk that can be quite rewarding. There 
are eight dedicated trees  and one rock (which qualifies as 
flora since it's not fauna) you can admire if you look in the 
right places. The Pine-less Grove has three trees that are 
dedicated: Jesse Christian Smith, Rachelle Nicholson McClar-
ren and Mark Junge.  Keep walking around Park Drive toward 
the east until you arrive at the mid point of Park Drive (just 
below the East Window in the church—for some older deni-
zens where the tennis courts used to be) and you will find 
trees dedicated to: Dr. Don and Alice Gladish; Patricia Gyllen-
haal Umberger; Harold and Margaret Braun; Dinah Gyllen-
haal; "The Byrd Tree" and Don and Fran Edmonds. Next to 
their tree is the stone ("monument") that honors Don Ed-
monds and lastly, (it's hard to classify the final dedicated 
item) is the flagpole that is dedicated to Elvin (Al) Day. Each 
and every one of these has a story to tell. Maybe next time 
some of the stories can be told. Meanwhile, look and enjoy. 

And now, what you've all been waiting for....some light repar-
tee! 

 A huge stack of toilet paper fell on me in the supermarket. 
I'm ok though, just soft tissue damage. 

I told my wife I saw a deer on the way to work   She said, 
"How do you know he was headed to work?" 

I lost my job at the bank on my very first day. A lady asked 
me to check her balance, so I pushed her over. 

The guy at the furniture store told me the sofa would seat 
five people without any problems. Then it occurred to me 
that I don't think I know five people without any problems. 

My friend told me she wouldn't eat beef tongue because it 
came out of a cow's mouth...so I gave her an egg. 
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