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Great  Concern 
The other day my regular reading of the Lord’s Word 
and the theology of the New Church brought me to a 
page where Emanuel Swedenborg describes certain 
people entering the next life—specifically, ones who 
during their lifetime “paid attention only to earthly 
things, and who had no other end in view.” These 
people were so simple-minded (in the best sense of 
these words) that they “had not been introduced into 
what is good or true through any knowledge” they 
had acquired on earth. 

What’s interesting about this description is how angels 
responded to the new arrivals. Here’s what the pas-
sage says. Emanuel Swedenborg writes: 

I have been allowed to see and observe 
certain persons who have just entered the 
next life—who during their lifetime paid 
attention only to earthly things, and who 
had no other end in view, and had not been 
introduced into what is good or true through 
any knowledge of this. They seemed to pos-
sess so little life that I presumed them to be 
incapable of sharing in eternal life like other 
spirits. They resembled machines almost at a 
standstill. But angels showed great concern 
for them, and by means of an ability they 
possessed were instilling the life of goodness 
and truth into the new arrivals. In this way 
these were being led more and more into 
[truly] human life. (Secrets of Heaven 3647) 

What struck me about this paragraph is the great con-
cern the angels had for the people who were newly 
arriving in the spiritual world, and how hard they evi-
dently worked to “instill the life of goodness and 
truth” into them. Like other qualities angels possess, 
their concern was something they would have had 
from the Lord. Their concern would have been a direct 
reflection of His own care and concern for all people. 
We know this from things Swedenborg says about the 
Lord like the following: 

Scarcely anyone believes the Lord has the 
kind of concern that He has for [all] people—
a constant concern lasting from the very 
beginning of their existence to the final mo-
ment of life on earth, and forevermore after 
that. (Secrets of Heaven 5992) 

In a world where guilt and shame have sometimes 
been used by different faith traditions or cultures 
(inadvertently perhaps) to elicit good behavior from 
people, and where our own good consciences can 
sometimes drive us hard to “shape up,“ it might be all 
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March* 
1 WED 10:30  Arcana Class    
  7:00 Pastor’s Council 

3 FRI 2:00 Women’s Tea 

  6:00 Youth Group 

5 SUN 9:30 Worship Service—Sanctuary 

7 TUE 7:00 Park Dwellings 

8 WED 10:30 Arcana Class 

9 THURS 7:00 Board of Trustees Meeting 

12 SUN 9:30 Worship Service—Auditorium 

  6:00 Youth Group 

15 WED 10:30 Arcana Class 

  4-8:00 GNCS Culver’s Fundraiser 

16 THURS 7:00 MANC Board Meeting  

17 FRI 5:15 GNCS Play 

19 SUN 9:30 Worship Service—Sanctuary 

   Youth Group 

22 WED 10:30 Arcana Class 

23 THURS 8:30 Women’s Breakfast/Brunch 

26 SUN 9:30 Worship Service—Auditorium 

   

 * all meetings will be held virtually 

too easy for us to miss how much the Lord and the 
angels are with us and care about us every waking 
moment of our day and lives. Evidently, they care 
about us, our welfare, and our eternal happiness so 
much that it’s hard to imagine. 

As an example, think of the number of people that 
have had near-death experiences, and who’ve re-
turned to earthly wakefulness describing a great love 
that the people of heaven have had for them while 
they were “on the other side”—such incredible love 
that they didn’t want to return to their earthly exist-
ence! 

Do we have any idea how much we are loved and 
cared about by the Lord and the angels? Whether we 
do or not, how much of this realization can we let into 
our consciousness on a daily basis? How much of this 
“great concern” can we ourselves have today—for 
people we care about at home and people we meet 
on the street? What are one or two ways we can show 
this kind of concern to people we love, are responsible 
for, or interact with? 

This month, let’s all strive for this kind of “great con-
cern.”                                                Affectionately, Mark 



 Worship Services 
We continue to offer one worship service each Sunday at 
9:30am (see below for upcoming time change), alternating 
between the Auditorium and Sanctuary. 

Services may also be accessed online either at the time of 
the service or afterwards.  To access each service, you will go 
online to the GNC’s YouTube channel by clicking on the fol-
lowing link: 

http://www.YouTube.com/channel/
UC2RbVX_G_8GOZ4IjsY3nThw 

Once the channel has opened, scroll down and click on the 
date of the service you are seeking.  

Worship Services—Change in Start  Time 
This will remind you that during the last week of February, 
the regular, in-person attendees at our Sunday worship 
services went through a process in which they decided (by 
a 76% margin) on a change in start time for those services. 
The new start time will be 10 AM, effective Sunday, April 
16, the first Sunday after Easter. If you missed the detailed, 
email notification of this, and would like to see it, just let 
me know, and I will send it to you individually. (Mark  
Pendleton) 

Upcoming Women's Group Activities 
Friday, March 3 
Welcome to the Weekend Tea 
2-4pm - Drop-in in the Lake Lounge   
Contact: Deb Lehne 
Note: This is a monthly event, meeting on the FIRST  
Friday. 
 

Thursday, March 30 
Women's Breakfast Bunch 
8:30 am Eggspresso, 2000 Tower Drive, Glenview 
Contact: Roxanne Junge 
Text or call Roxanne by 8:00am if you are coming at  
847-962-4073. 
Note: This is a monthly event, meeting on the LAST  
Thursday. 
 
Save the Date!  Saturday, April 15 
Women's Spring Retreat 
Join us for our Spring Retreat: Community - Refocusing 
on the Value of Community Post-COVID. We are excited 
to welcome Rev. Theresa Uber from Pittsburgh, PA to 
lead our program. This will be an opportunity to hit 
“pause” on our daily rhythms and gather together once 
again. Look for more details and sign-up information to 
be shared soon! 
Contact: Martha Heilman, Women’s Programming  
Coordinator 

 

 

GNCS Dine-out Fundraiser—March 15 
Join us for a night of great food and fun at Culver’s of  
Glenview, 1727 Waukegan Road between 4-8pm on 
Wednesday, March 15.  Just let the cashier know you are 
with Glenview New Church School and we will receive 20% 
of our group’s sales.  Thanks for supporting GNCS! 

GNCS Play —March 17 
The GNCS Drama Department is proud to present “Kung Fu 
Kitty” a play performed by the 3rd-7th graders. We were so 
grateful for the large turnout at last year’s show and hope 
even more of you will attend this year! You are all invited to 
Pendleton Hall on Friday, March 17th at 5:15pm. As we’ve 
done in years past, there will be a donation basket and we 
thank you in advance for your financial support AND for 
your in-person support for our students who really need 
you there. Questions, please call Judy at 847-724-0057.  
 

Come and Sing  With Us  for Easter! 
Come raise your voices and sing with us for the Easter 
choir!  No matter what your experience level, we would love 
to have you with us.  We will be performing at the Easter 
morning service at 11am on April 9.  Rehearsals are on Mon-
day evenings from 7-8:30pm on March 13, 20 and 27 and 
April 3; and (possibly) on Saturday, April 8 at 1pm.  To join us 
please contact Bonny Lundin-Scheer at 847-452-0670 or 
bonnys@glenviewnewchurch.org. 

2023 GNCS Easter Egg Hunt  
Come on out to Glenview New Church School for the com-
munity's sweetest egg hunt! There will be over 8,000 eggs, 
the Easter Bunny will be here for photo ops, plus entertain-
ment, prizes and goody bags!  
 
The Easter Egg Hunt will be on Saturday, April 8 (the day 
before Easter).  There’s a 9am start for toddlers and a 
10:30am open hunt.  Tickets only need to be purchased for 
children attending—adults are free.  Church and school 
families get discounted tickets when purchased in advance.  
Use the code “schoolfamily2023” to receive the discount. 

 

For tickets and information, find us on Eventbrite with this 
link:  GNCS Easter Egg Hunt 2023 Tickets, Sat, Apr 8, 2023 
at 9:00 AM | Eventbrite  
 
We will need lots of volunteers, so if you are able to help, 

please follow this link:  GNCS: 2023 Easter Egg Hunt Vol-
unteering (2) (signupgenius.com)  
 
If you would like to help by contributing candy, please drop 
off "fun size" wrapped candy at the school office.  
 
If you have questions or would like help with the SignUp 
Genius, please email Lisa Philbrick at  
lisap@glenviewnewchurch.org. 

 
GNCS Yard Signs 

General Announcements 
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GNCS is in the middle of registration season for the 2023-
24 school year.  If you are willing to put a sign in your yard 
to help spread the word about GNCS, please contact   
lisap@glenviewnewchurch.org. If you know someone who 
lives on a well-traveled road in Glenview, asking them to 
host a sign is a great way for GNCS to gain visibility in the 
community and boost enrollment! Thank you in advance 
for your support of our school! 

 

Thank You! 
Thank you to the many folks who donated money, 
baked goods and time to our college and military care 
package project. We sent out 11 packages to students 
and 3 to active military folks for a total of 14 young 
adults in our church. Many thanks to all involved and if 
anyone wishes to still donate to this great cause you can 
always donate to past and future mailings.   
(Cindy  Parker) 

 

 

Park Patter 
Variety is the spice of life--and so was the Glenbrook 
South V show called "Wonderland." Proud Park partici-
pants were Hayden Giannini, Meredyth Herrera, Ben 
Parker, Emilio Barillas (Connie Vences' grandson), and 
Charlie Wood (youngest of the Wood/Vavloukis clan). 
One skit even had a song that was familiar to the 
"elder" members of the audience: "The Sunny Side of 
the Street." 

NEW ARRIVALS 
Jesse and Jamie Reynolds Frazier welcomed their first 
child, a boy, Tate James, just recently. The Fraziers live 
in the Dallas area and Grandma Myriam Goyes went 
down to meet Tate and help out. Congratulations to all 
the family! 

Meanwhile, back here in the Park, all the owl fans are 
gearing up for the annual owlet arrival (although it 
seems a bit early). All the signs are in place--Mom is in 
the nest, Dad is in one of the remaining pine trees near-
by and the photographers (with their 6-foot-long cam-
eras) are checking daily for sightings of babies. Rumors 
are flying about that two owlets were seen but the facts 
are yet to be proven. Grab your binoculars and check it 
out--and be sure to let all the fans know! 

Current event… 
Naomi Smith was watching TV when the news of the 
shootings and lockdowns were happening at Michigan 
State University. Olivia Smith, her granddaughter 
(Owen's daughter) is a student at MSU. Naomi immedi-
ately texted Olivia to see if she was all right. Olivia 
texted back that she and her friends were all in one 
dorm room and they had barricaded the locked door 
with some furniture, locked the windows, pulled the 
curtains, turned off the lights, and lying on the floor, 
waiting to find out what to do next. Thankfully, it wasn't 

too much later that the TV announced that the shooter 
had been found and the lockdown was over. 

Visitors from away... 

Tom Jackson, a student at the Bryn Athyn Theological 
School, spent a weekend in Glenview visiting the school, 
attending the church service, and getting to enjoy some 
social life. TJ's parents, Greg and Alison, both have some 
Glenview in their backgrounds. They both lived here 
before they were married and moved to Bryn Athyn. 
Greg is the Archivist in BA. Okay, the genealogy class is 
dismissed. 

Ned and Theresa Uber arrived with their own housing 
to visit Eden McQueen and her kids and the rehab pro-
gress and other exciting things. For instance, the noisy, 
messy construction going on next door. All that early 
morning beeping, and the big crane hanging up over 
them. Good thing their digs are portable. 

And now for some borrowed banter... 

Wife texted husband on a cold winter morning:  
"Windows frozen, won't open."  Husband texts back- 
"Gently pour some lukewarm water over it and gently 
tap edges with a hammer."  The wife texts back ten 
minutes later- "Computer really messed up now." 

Older lady sitting and peering at her computer screen-"I 
wonder if they deliver e-mails on Sunday." 

I told my wife she should embrace her mistakes.  She 
hugged me. 

I accidentally wore a red shirt to Target today. Long 
story short, I'm covering for Debbie this weekend. 

A ham sandwich walked into a bar and ordered a beer. 
The bartender said, "Sorry we don't serve food here."  
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